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Conserving farmland, forests, open spaces and historic places in Virginia'’s New River region

Giles County easement protects New River scenic corridor

By JUDY SCHWAB

GLEN LYN — Crocodile Dundee has
nothing on J.B. Buckland. With Barba-
ra Jo, his wife of 41 years braced beside
him, and a guest hugging the passenger
door frame, J.B. wrestled an all-terrain
vehicle the size of a golf cart on steroids
over some of the 833 acres of land the
Bucklands recently put under a con-
servation easement. To see the rugged
beauty of the land from mountain top to
river bottom, J.B. drove mountain-goat
steep trails, climbed boulder-strewn
Cooper’s Branch, crashed through bri-
ars and saplings, pulled a tree out of
the road and only got stuck once. Only
impending nightfall brought the tour to
an end.

The Bucklands bought the land in
2003 and took 18 months to decide on
the easement. J.B. said they found out
about the work the New River Land
Trust does in conserving land for future
generations in the newspaper. Those
generations are important to the Buck-
lands who dote on their three grand-
children

When Barbara Jo saw the view from the
top of the mountain for the Frst time she
knew “this should not be spoiled.” Her
comments on the wild ride through the
property crystallize the couple’s feeling
about the land.

She marveled at rock formations, point-
ed out endangered hemlock stands, and
explained the history of Mary Draper
Ingles’ struggle to return home through
the New River near Shumate Falls.

Their easement is of particular value
because it will protect the scenic view
along two miles of the New River north

of Glen Lyn that will soon have federal
Scenic River status. The Army Corps of
Engineers actually owns the area adja-
cent to the river on both banks, with the
right to food the area should they need
to. The Buckland easement will protect
the scenic view and water quality in
the New.

In addition to the natural beauty of the
place, there is the history. The Shu-
mate family was the frst to own the

land after the original land grant to |

goes by that people don’t call us want-
ing just enough land to build a house on
Peters Mountain, Barbara Jo said. But
the guilt of selfshness is outweighed
by their offense at the way beautiful
land in the area has been indiscrimi-

the McClaritys. The Shumates builta | &

mansion along the New River stretch
of the property before the Civil War.

In fact, Barbara Jo stayed inthathouse = -
occasionally when she was a child. —

Her uncle had married a Shumate.

J.B. made hay on the property when =
he was a young man doing custom
reminisced =
about the beautiful old house while |

farming. The couple

walking through the rubble of stones

and slave-made bricks next to the old |
cemetery. The house burned some- °

time in the early 1980s. Dates on the
tombstones range from 1884 to 1974.

The Bucklands obviously value land.
They liveonand J.B. farms a 1,400-acre
property on Peters Mountain. Although
J.B. developed a little land around Rich
Creek, building modest homes, he de-
cided after a while that he didn’t want
to chop up the land any more.

J.B. says he has been strong about the
money. After all, it would be to their
fnancial advantage to sell portions of
their land for home building. Both the
Bucklands commented on being self-
ish about the land. They know some
disagree with their personal policy of
not selling small parcels. Not a week
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The Bucklands on their land along
the New River

nantly “chopped” into developed parts.
“It’s about the dollars,” Barbara Jo ob-
served, and added, “We’re not going
to take those dollars with us when we
die.”

While J.B. bought land on Peter’s
Mountain and spread cows over it, the
Bucklands lived and raised their two
children in a remodeled old house in
Rich Creek.

-see “Giles County” page 4



A record year for conservation in the New River Valley

Landowners protected 5,000 acres of
farmland, forests and scenic mountain
ridges in the New River region in 2005.
Easements conserved over 1,200 acres
along the New River and Claytor Lake.
On Blacksburg’s doorstep, a large ease-
ment now extends land protection in the
scenic Catawba/Ellett Valleys.

Both Montgomery and Floyd counties
saw over 1,000 acres of land protected.
In Grayson County, 800 acres, most of
it along the New River and Elk Creek,
also went under easement. These agree-

ments were negotiated by the Virginia
Outdoors Foundation with the assis-
tance of the New River Land Trust.

Numbers, however, only hint at the spe-
cial places that landowners have saved
in the past year. For one Giles landown-
er, Ernie Miller, conserving his farm
and homestead protects a family heri-
tage that lines both sides of Big Walker
Valley.

In Montgomery County, a grandfather
who owns a small paradise of mountain
ridges and fsh-stocked creeks wanted
to leave a place where his grandchildren
will be able to fsh and play outdoors.

The landowners who are the heroes in
this conservation effort have all sorts
of reasons for protecting their land
— but for most it is the desire to leave
land in its natural beauty and richness
to their children and grandchildren.

Six landowners from Grayson north
to Giles County have protected 1,200
acres along the New River and Clay-
tor Lake at a time when development
pressures are erasing farms and pro-
ductive forests that once bordered the
river.
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The Halsey farm in Grayson County looks out over the New River

“Thanks to the landowners motivated
to conserve their special lands and
the outreach work of the New River
Land Trust, Southwest Virginia ex-
perienced another record year for land
protection,” said Tamara Vance, Vir-
ginia Outdoors Foundation Deputy
Director.

“These are people who have a real
passion for the land and want to pass
on a family heritage of land steward-
ship to their children,” said Elizabeth
Obenshain, executive director of the
New River Land Trust. “The generos-
ity of these landowners ensures that
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you and | and future generations will
be able to enjoy the river, the farmland
and forests that make this such a spe-
cial place to live.”

In Montgomery County, a beautiful
stretch of the Catawba Valley and Paris
Mountain neighboring Blacksburg has
been put under easement by Chris Kak-
nis and Tom DiGiulian. This is the lat-
est in a string of easements protecting
historic farms and scenic views in the
Catawba and Ellett Valleys.

Further south along the New on
the North Carolina border, Rod-
ney and Philip Halsey of Grayson
County own a farm with a spec-
tacular ridge-top view of the river
and Mouth of Wilson Creek. Their
86-acres could easily be a subdi-
vision of vacation homes, but the
brothers wanted to leave to their
children this productive farmland
with its sweeping views.

Downstream, Philip and Char-
lotte Hanes of Winston-Salem,
N.C., have put a 115-acre farm
with one-half mile of frontage on
the New River under easement.
Protecting this property’s scenic
character is of special interest
because it is located downriver
from a campground for the state’s
Blueways canoe trail.

In Floyd County, landowners
placed over 1,000 acres under
easement this year. Patti St. John,
who owns a farm at the intersec-
tion of Canning Factory and Black
Ridge roads on route to Chateau Mor-
rissette, said, “This land is precious
to me, and | want it to be here for the
future.” St. John’s mother gave her the
land on her grandmother’s birthday. “I
was the only one of the children who
wanted it.”

The list of such landowners is fortu-
nately too long to include, but each has
a story of family ties to their land.

Landowners interested in protect-
ing their farms while harvesting tax
credits and cash for conserving the
property should call the New River
Land Trust at [540] 951-1704 or e-
mail nrlit@newriverlandtrust.org.






