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BRUSH MOUNTAIN TRAILS PROJECT UPDATE
The Brush Mountain Trails Project is moving
forward and about 80% of trail construction on
Property 1 is complete.

An additional, more

technical trail was recently approved, and Eastern
Trail Company will start work on the new trail in
early November. The Poverty Creek Trails Coalition
is coordinating the volunteer effort needed for
finishing work on the trails built this summer. The
of

Blacksburg

has

made

significant

contributions to the project including helping with
access

road

improvements,

funding

for

site

planning, and completion of a parking area on
Town-owned

land

adjacent

to

the

Volunteers working on trails this summer

trailhead.

Additionally, the Blacksburg Rotary is matching
funding from Rotary International for a kiosk, trail
mapping and signage.
The hope had been to open trails to public this fall,
but we are now targeting early 2021 due to an
unforeseen challenge. We discovered areas of past
ground disturbance associated with small-scale
coal and saltpeter mining on the property from the
early 1900s. The scope of this issue is limited, but
we were concerned it could pose a hazard to
visitors.

The

Virginia

Department

of

Mines,

Minerals and Energy (DMME) has a program to deal
with abandoned mine sites and is developing a
plan to remediate the issues. We hope to have the
DMME assessment soon, but the remediation work
may not occur until 2021.
We are also planning for trail construction on
Property
proposals

2.

This
to

construction.

fund

includes

submitting

engineering

and

grant
trail

We hope to start building trails on

Property 2 in 2021.

CONSERVATION CLOSE TO HOME

Testing out the trails
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WATER IS LIFE IN NORTH FORK

The New River Land Trust (NRLT) is partnering with
local landowners, the United States Fish & Wildlife
Service (USFWS), the Virginia Department of Wildlife
Resources

(DWR),

the

Skyline

Soil

&

Water

Conservation District, and the Canaan Valley Institute
to implement restoration, improvement, and protection
(NFRR) watershed.
Virginia

The project is funded by the

Environmental

Endowment’s

Community

Conservation Grant Program with additional support
from the USFWS and DWR. The goal is to improve

Sutphin and Gregg properties

water quality in the NFRR for the benefit of the
watershed’s

human,

domesticated

and

wild

inhabitants with emphasis on improving habitat for the
federally

endangered

Roanoke

logperch.

Work

includes stream channel and riparian restoration,
livestock exclusion fencing, and well-based water
system development: all intended to reduce erosion,
sediment, and other nonpoint source pollution.
The NFRR watershed is a beautiful landscape with
high

conservation

value

as

recognized

by

its

designation as a National Rural Historic District and a
Special Projects Area state conservation site.

Federally endangered Roanoke logperch

The

Sutphin and Gregg properties are the focus at
present. However, we are actively seeking landowners
and funding for future projects.

OUTDOOR EXPLORATION BACKPACKS

For some fun, hands-on learning, check out our new
Outdoor Exploration Backpacks. They'll be available
to borrow from all branches of the Montgomery-Floyd
Regional

Library

this

fall.

The

backpacks

are

designed for kids in grades 4-7. The Early Birders
Backpacks

include

binoculars

and

bird

guides;

Stream Exploration Backpacks include lessons about
local watersheds, storm water management and tools
and instructions to perform "stream bug" sampling.

Check out a backpack from the

This program is funded by the Virginia Wildlife Grant Program

library to explore birds and

through a partnership between the Virginia Department of Wildlife

stream life with your kids!

Resources and the Wildlife Foundation of Virginia, with additional
support from the Town of Blacksburg.
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activities in the North Fork of the Roanoke River

