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BRUSH MOUNTAIN PARK UPDATE
We have a 3rd property of 208 acres on Brush
Mountain under contract, and plan to purchase it
before the end of 2021. With this land, we’ll add
another 6 miles of new multi-use trails to Brush
Mountain Park for a future total of 617 acres of
new public parkland and 18 miles of trails.
In

September

the

Land

Trust

transferred

ownership of McDonald Hollow, Property 1 of the
Brush Mountain Park property of 190 acres, to the
141 acres on the north side of the mountain to the
U.S. Forest Service earlier this year.

Volunteers working on trails this summer

The Town is reviewing the draft site plan for trail
construction on Property 2, which is 219 acres
with a planned 6+ miles of trails. Volunteers are
constructing

a

trail

on

National

Forest

land

between the property and the existing Gateway
Trail in preparation for building the trail system.
The Department of Mine, Minerals and Energy
completed

mine

remediation

work

on

the

McDonald Hollow property this summer, ensuring
past mining activity is no longer an issue for water
quality or visitor safety.

Testing out the trails

Poverty Creek Trails Coalition and the Town have
been great partners on the park project. The Town
has

been

very

supportive

with

substantial

contributions of staff time and financial support.
Eastern Trail Co. built the McDonald Hollow trails
with the help of volunteers coordinated by PCTC.
The volunteers have put in over 2,000 hours of
work so far. More than 5,000 people have used the
trails since they opened in May.
Brush Mountain Park T-shirts available now!
Proceeds support building more trails.

CONSERVATION CLOSE TO HOME
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Town of Blacksburg. We turned over an additional

CELEBRATING OUR 20TH YEAR OF CONSERVATION IN THE NEW RIVER REGION

STREAM RESTORATION UPDATE
The North Fork of the Roanoke River originates
between two mountain ridges just inside Roanoke
County before flowing through Montgomery County
rare

and

native

species,

including

the

federally

endangered Roanoke logperch.
Thanks to 2 Community Conservation Grants from the
Virginia Environmental Endowment, we are helping to
restore habitat for a rare species of fish and improve
water quality in the river. The Land Trust is now
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east of Blacksburg. The river is home to a variety of

seeking grant funding for a 3rd phase, which will
include expanding work to the South Fork of the river.
The 1st and 2nd phases focused on 5 privately owned
properties: 3 at the headwaters of the river and 2 in
Ellett Valley near Blacksburg. The work included
around

the

river,

fencing

to

exclude

livestock,

improving instream habitat, and stabilizing riverbanks.
For this work, the Land Trust is partnering with private
landowners,

the

U.S.

Fish

and

Wildlife

Service

Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program, the Virginia
Division of Wildlife Resources, and local Soil and
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stream restoration, plantings to establish buffers

Water Conservation Districts.

YOUTH OUTREACH NEWS
The

Land

Trust’s

Youth

Outreach

Coordinator,

Bethany Bookout, joined the Land Trust last May.
She’s working to grow our Youth Outreach programs

There are now 66 Outdoor Exploration Backpacks in
16 libraries across the New River region.
summer and fall, Bethany led

This

outdoor events to

demonstrate the backpacks in Bland, Floyd, Galax,
Carroll, Pulaski, and Radford (image right).
Bethany and volunteers led stream field trips for
Harding Avenue and Kipps Elementary school 4th
graders. The classes visited a restored section of the
North Fork of the Roanoke River (mentioned above)
that is protected by a conservation easement.
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and has had a busy summer!

