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Brush Mountain Park Project Update
The Land Trust purchased two properties totaling 552 acres on
Brush Mountain last year with money from Virginia Outdoor
Foundation’s Forest CORE Fund. We plan to transfer the
properties to the Town of Blacksburg to become a public park.
In the meantime, we are working on the construction of multiuse trails for the future park, which will provide recreational
opportunities for mountain bikers, runners, hikers, horseback
riders, and wildlife enthusiasts. (See draft trails alignment on
map at right).
The Town and project partners convened a group to help with
the planning of the park and trail system. The group has
drafted a plan that is intended to appeal to a range of user
groups and interests. The plan currently outlines about nine
miles of trails.
We recently applied for funding that, in combination with money already secured from community donors, the Town, the Blue
Ridge Off Road Cycling group, and the CORE Fund, would allow us to start the first phase of trail work in early 2020. In
addition, the New River Valley Bicycle Association will match donations up to $4,000 received by December 15th. Go to
NRVbike.com for more information or to make a donation.
Want to learn more? Come to the public meeting on Thursday, December 5th at 6pm at the Blacksburg Library to see the draft
plan and learn more about the future park.

Spruce Run Community Conservation
While we frequently work with landowners interested in
conservation one-on-one, we recently became aware of a
community where development was on the minds of many of
the residents.
One landowner in the early stages of conserving his farm
discussed his plans with neighbors, and now we’ve reached
out to over 40 landowners with large tracts in the Spruce Run
Community, inviting them to a public meeting on Nov 14th
from 6-7pm at the Newport Rec Center.
Spruce Run is adjacent to the Jefferson National Forest in
Giles County—it’s the next valley over from the Poverty
Creek Recreation Area, between Gap and Spruce Run
Mountains. Spruce Run is an intact community of working
farms with unique geography; the community is located
between Rt. 460 and the New River, and there is only one
road to get in and out. Spruce Run is a place where neighbors
help neighbors without ever thinking of how they’ll be paid back.
The land in this area is important to conserve due to good agricultural soils, karst geology (beneficial for water quality in the
New River), large areas of forest, and intact working lands valuable to the local economy.
Community focused conservation can be an effective way to conserve larger areas of land, which is beneficial for habitat and
climate corridors for wildlife, but can also preserve something that doesn’t show up on a map; the sense of community that
comes from a shared way of life and mutual aid. We hope to do more of this type of outreach in the future to preserve not only
land but the farming communities that steward the land.

C o n s e r v a t i o n G o e s H i g h Te c h
When you think of land conservation, you might picture our
staff and landowners outside, walking a property. And you’d
mostly be right. But new technologies can make the work of
prioritizing outreach to landowners and evaluating properties
faster and more accurate.
We use Geographic Information Systems (GIS) data and technology to guide our conservation efforts. It helps us identify
properties with high conservation values, such as those with
wetlands, forests, wildlife habitat, or scenic character.
We’re doing a comprehensive GIS system upgrade in 2020,
thanks to a grant from the Leggett Foundation. Contractor
Marstel-Day, LLC will update our databases to reflect the
most recent data available. The updates will focus on wildlife
habitat, forest, and water conservation, as well as climate change resilience data.
The upgrade will also add state-of-the-art LiDAR data for our service area. LiDAR uses lasers from aerial drones as well as
ground-based systems to show an extremely accurate 3D representation of an area. This will allow us to look at elevation,
canopy coverage, forest health, canopy height, and hydrology in greater detail.
This upgrade will make it possible for us to do more focused outreach to critically important properties and assess
conservation values of land quickly and in high resolution.

Banff Mountain Film Festival
W o r l d To u r — S a v e t h e D a t e !
W e d n e sd a y M a r ch 1 1 , 2 0 20
Fi l ms s t a r t at 7p m, d oo r s o p en a t 6p m
M o s s A r t s C en t e r B l a ck s b u r g, V A
The W orl d Tour t ak es t he best fi l m s fro m
t he Ban ff Mount ai n Fi l m Fest i val on t he
road. The fi l m s are ex ci t i ng and i nspi ri ng,
yo u don ’t want t o m i ss t hem ! Mark you r
cal end ars, t i cket d et ai l s t o com e i n J anuar y
2020 on our websi te , newri ve rl andtrust. org

Thank you to our Corporate Sponsors!

